Methodology
This survey is not a general synopsis of all organizations in the sector, but an analysis of a relatively narrow group of national, multi-thematic think tanks. Notably, this analysis does not aim to explain the patterns of emergence and evolution of such organizations across the region; neither does it aspire to identify causality and dependence between various aspects of such organizations. 

To compile a sample of national think tanks, this study draws on the anecdotal evidence accumulated by the Think Tank Fund over the last four years and a basic approach of primary data collection. Based on our grant portfolio,
 member organizations of the Policy Association for Open Society (PASOS)
 and the Freedom House Directory of think tanks in Central Europe and Eurasia, we initially compiled a list of 109 think tanks. The list sampled active national think tanks and included an average of 5 to 10 think tanks per country. In countries with less than five think tanks, such as Croatia or the Czech Republic, we listed all the organizations for which we had available data. In the course of data collection, the original list was reduced by 18 organizations that do not have an English version of their website or a website at all. As this study relies entirely on the organizations’ Internet visibility, it is ultimately limited by this selection bias. 

In terms of overall classification, the study identifies two groups of organizational characteristics: themes and functions. By “themes” we mean the areas in which the organizations work. They are organized into five clusters: Political Affairs, Economic Affairs and Local Development, International Affairs, Human Rights and Social Affairs, and Independent Policy Areas. By “functions” we mean the types of activities organizations are engaged in. They are clustered into “core think tank functions” (research, analysis, advocacy), “research-related activities” and “general NGO and income-generation functions.” The set of 16 functions and 13 themes presented in the study is neither exhaustive nor normative and is chosen based on our subjective observation of their presence in the organizations’ profiles.

Once collected, the primary data was organized into two tables: functions and themes (see Appendix 2). In both tables, we denoted dominant presence of a given characteristic in an organization’s profile. It is important to note, however, that when we did not mark one, it does not always indicate the complete absence of a characteristic; it is also designates instances where such a characteristic is not dominant or not fully explained on the think tank’s website. 

In the absence of a common agreement on terminology, the data presented in the table is a subject to our personal interpretation of the language used by different organizations (for example, “community development” can appear either under “local development” or “development of civil society” or both). Along with the overlap of themes, this bias is another methodological limitation of this study. We are aware of such technical flaws and our general lack of academic rigor (and are open to further observations in hopes of improving our typology). Nevertheless, we believe that the quality of the data in the sample is sufficient to indicate the general trends that exist among non-profit organizations in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS. 

While think tanks may perform a number of identical functions and work with similar themes, their degree of engagement and combination of such activities are usually not the same. Think tanks differ in terms of operating styles, policy research functions, the number of themes they cover and the functions other than policy research they assume in order to sustain themselves. Observing both their divisions and similarities, we aim to define classifications, each with a specific set of determinants regarding their functions, themes and mode of operation.

� http://www.soros.org/initiatives/thinktank/focus_areas/grantee_folder_initiative_view


� http://www.pasos.org





